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America's Leaders, A Case Study

James Monroe


It is the Era of Good Feelings – a prosperous time for a blossoming country. The United States of America has quickly become an international powerhouse – a force to be reckoned with – while inside the country, an industrial revolution is awakening. The country is expanding westward, and new states are joining the union. This is the presidency of James Monroe. From 1817 to 1825, James Monroe, the 5th president of the Untied States, lead the nation through a new time of change for all, yet his terms in office are not only what has hailed him as one of America's greatest leaders. He is best known for the qualities that lead him to success, such as his ability to make important decisions under pressure, to compromise in times of need, and his willingness to take action in times of uncertainty.


From an early age, James Monroe showed many leader-like characteristics. He was born to a well-off family in Virginia on Friday April 28, 1758. He entered college at 16, yet left two years later to join up in the American Revolution. He took part in the Battle of Trenton – a significant victory for America, yet saw few other battles after being wounded in the shoulder (Monroe, James). Other accomplishments before his presidency include jobs such as scout to George Washington, congressman, minister to France, and helping to acquire the Louisiana Purchase. In the election of 1816, he easily defeated Federalist candidate Rufus King with 183 votes from the electoral college, versus King's 34 (Ritchie, 400).While serving during a time when America was just starting to test its boundaries – geographically, politically, and economically – James Monroe exemplified his strongest qualities.


One of the 5th president's most well known characteristics was his ability to work well in times of stress or in times of need. Early on, one if his major accomplishments was serving in the American Revolution under George Washington. Under Washington's command, the troops defeated the British in the Battle of Trenton. On Christmas of 1776, they crossed the Delaware River to give 900 Hessians – German soldiers (that were used to train the British) – a surprise attack (Trenton). In a total of about one hour and a half, the Americans had won Trenton. This victory boosted the moral of the troops of the Continental Army (Richards, 227). During this battle, it was imperative that all 2500 troops successfully cross the Delaware River without being caught. This was a life or death situation and Monroe showed that he could deal with dangerous and stressful situations early in his career. He shows the same quality later on in his life right before his presidency, when he is sent to relieve Robert Livingston, and report to Talleyrand (Napoleon's foreign minister), that the United States was able to purchase the Louisiana Territory. President Thomas Jefferson wanted less European influence in North America, and therefore sent Monroe to report that America was able to spend enough money to convince the French to sell the Louisiana Purchase. Such a decision nearly doubled the size of the new growing nation. If Monroe had arrived a day later, our country today might be significantly smaller today.


Leaders must be able to do all they can in order to accomplish what is needed, and in sometimes that means siding partially and coming upon a fair compromise. One of the most important decisions of his presidency was the Missouri Compromise, which was ratified in 1820. As Missouri was applying to become a state, many Southerners felt strongly about legalizing slavery in the new state. At first, representative James Tallmadge, Jr. of New York proposed an ultimatum creating much commotion in the House (Missouri). He proposed that if Missouri was to be admitted as a state it must be a free state. Even though this settled representatives of the North, the South feared this would reduce their say in congress. Finally, Henry Clay, Speaker of the House, created the Missouri compromise that stated if Missouri was to become a slave state that Maine (also trying to join the union) must be a free state. The northern representatives certainly did not want a slave state so close to them..... Monroe agreed without a doubt to Clay's compromise and the two states were admitted to the union. James Monroe immediately saw, that this was the only way to keep the interests of the North and South, by allowing the South a slave state, and the North a free state.(Richie, 403).

· Missouri Compromise


At certain points in one's life a person must be able to make a decision upon impulse, and good leaders have the right impulses.

· Monroe Doctrine

· Florida


Laid to rest on July 4, 1931 (just as John Adams and Thomas Jefferson had before him), James Monroe is remembered as one of the United States of America's greatest leaders.

