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Homework Stuffs

1. How is the Constitution constructed? What are the articles?

· The constitution is organized into articles, and then further sections. Each article relates to a branch of government, the powers of the constitution, the relation between states and the national government, and in general each article has to do with the federal government as a whole. Each section within states the actual laws pertaining to the article

2. Describe the 5 main parts of the Constitution.

· The five main parts are the preamble, articles, sections, signatures, and amendments. The preamble is an introduction to the constitution. The articles separate the constitution into major parts while the sections state the actual laws. the signature section contains the signatures of the framers, and lastly the amendments which are additional laws added on to the constitution such as the bill of rights.

3. What does it say about each of the issues? (Slavery, representation, central government, executive branch) How is the power distributed?

· Slavery – Article I, Section 9 “The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.” It states that the slave trade could not be subject to abolition for another twenty years. The congress decided to leave the issue of abolition to further generations, a decision which eventually spawned the Civil War. Article I, Section 2 “Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several states which may be included within this Union, according to the respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other Persons.” Congress did come to a compromise in terms of representation, that slaves would account as 3/5ths of a person.

· Representation – Article I, Section 2 “The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each state shall have at Least one Representative...” Article I, Section 3 “The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof; for six Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote.” The framers agreed upon a two branch legislature consisting of a Senate and House of Representatives; the Senate, containing two senators from each state, and the House of Representatives containing one representative from a state per 30,000 people - with at least one representative minimum.

· Central Government – A strong central government was put into power by the constitution giving the government the rights to tax, make federal laws, establish post offices, and create a national currency among others. The government had much more power in comparison to the rights of the national government under the Articles of Confederation

· Executive Branch - The framers decided upon a strong Executive Branch with one leader who has the power to veto or endorse laws and be impeached by the Senate. (Article II and Article I, Section 3, clauses 6 and 7)

4. What was you opinion on your issue? Did you get the outcome you wanted? Be sure to explain in your response!

· My opinion on my issue was for a strong central government, and I did get the outcome I wanted (in the actual constitution, we didn't vote in class yet). In my speech I addressed the need for the power to tax individually and create a national currency, two ideals put into place. A Bill of Rights was also added to the Constitution, yet not until 1791 in the form of amendments. In the end,  most of my ideas were put into the Constitution.

