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Document Analysis

Declaration of Independence

1. Type of document:

· Other

2. Unique Physical Qualities of the Document:

· Handwritten

· (unsure I don't have the original)

3. Dates of Document

· Adopted July 4, 1776

· Signed by most August 2, 1776

4. Author (or creator) of the Document

· Proposed by Richard Henry Lee

· Drafted by Thomas Jefferson – Virginian Representative

5. For What Audience was the Document Written?

· British Parliament

6. Document Information

· List three things the author said that you think are important:

· “All men are created equal”

· “...whenever any form of government becomes destructive...it is the Right of the people to alter or abolish it.”

· “We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.”

· Why do you think this document was written?

· What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.

· List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written:

· Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:

1. Preamble: the reasons for writing down the Declaration (from “When, in the course of human Events” to “declare the Causes which impel them to the Separation.”). What reason(s) did the Founding Fathers give for their decision to write out a declaration?

· The Founding Fathers decided to write out a declaration because they felt that, paraphrasing the opening to the declaration, eventually people need to separate and break political bands that once held them together, in respect out of individual differences and opinions. This is very much like how childhood friends may grow apart as they get older.

2. Statement of beliefs: specifying what are the undersigned believed, the philosophy behind the document (from “We hold these Truths to be self-evident” to “an absolute Tyranny over these States”). What beliefs did the Founding Fathers declare they held?

· The Founding Fathers believed that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness, that to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed,” that when a government becomes unstable, people have the power to destroy it and create a new government, and so on and so fourth.

3. List of complaints: the offenses that impelled the declaration (from “To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World” to “unfit to be the ruler of a free people”). What are a few of the complaints? Are any specific events mentioned? If not, is the information given sometimes sufficient to figure out which events the complaints refer?

· No specific events are mentioned, but oftentimes one can easily tell to what they are referring to. For example “For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world” is one complaint mentioned. This obviously refers to the Intolerable Acts which closed off the Boston Harbor. Another mentioned is “For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us” which can refer to the Quartering Act. One last example is “For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent” which can refer to such acts as the Stamp Act and Townsend Acts. Some other complaints are more general referring to some of the things that were happening at the time such as “For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury” which was when British troops could not be tried in the colonies and they had to be tried in British courts. In conclusion specific events and acts are not mentioned but many times they are implied.

4. Statement of prior attempts to redress grievances: (From “Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren,” to “Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.”) In what way(s) did the framers claim to have already tried in addressing the complaints?

5. Declaration of independence: (From “WE, therefore” to “and our sacred Honor.”) What will change in the colonies as a result of the Declaration?

· I believe the colonies will become more united and independent at the same time – they will have to. In order to stand up against the British, the colonies must work together, and believe in the same things, therefore they will all be working towards the same cause.

6. The signatures: Which signers do students recognize?

· I recognized quite a few including John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Roger Sherman, Philip Livingston, Benjamin Franklin, Richard Henry Lee, and Thomas Jefferson.

