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Constitutional Convention Letter

Dear Massachusetts Legislature,


Finally the struggle is over, 13 states have agreed upon one formal document stating the laws of The United States of America. I am writing to inform you that the Constitutional Convention has ended and from it the US Constitution has been born – a more stable and stronger government for us all. We quarreled endlessly for four days upon the subjects of slavery, representation in legislature, central government, and the executive branch, but we have finally come to terms over these past four days.


The topic of the first day was slavery with two supporting and one “against” slavery. Pierce Butler of South Carolina and Oliver Elsworth of Connecticut put up different yet convincing arguments. Mr. Butler argued for the stereotypical southern views, that slaves provide cheap labor and that they have the right to do as they will with their property. On the other hand, Mr. Elsworth argued that we must succumb to allowing slavery in order to compromise with the southern states, an atrocious idea it seemed to me at the time. On the other hand George Mason of Virginia claimed to be anti-slavery while still a slave owner. Her conflicting views, and statements such as “I cannot give up my slaves since I have invested much time and money into them” while inheriting them sparked much heated debate. I seemed to ask questions which stumped the delegates, such as Pierce Butler's blank face after being asked “If slaves are not people what are they then?” This seemed to lead to a conversation hinting further on the next day's views over representation. If representatives were in coordination to state population, should slaves count as people for representation and be taxed as property? The entire room was full of single-minded delegates – each having an opinion which seemed ways better than any of the three contending delegates. By the end of the day, James Madison had proposed a compromise in which each slave accounted as 3/5ths of a person in terms of state population. With no help to George Mason, us Northerners were unsuccessful in convincing the congress as a whole to abolish slavery. The outcome of the first day left the controversy of slavery up for future generations to ultimately decide.


The second day seemed much more dull and much less intense than the previous on the matter of representation in the House.

Sincerely,

Elbridge Gerry

