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History 9-1

Children's Story

1. 150 years ago in the United States, many people started to become unhappy with where they lived. Just like how the pilgrims wanted to move away from Europe to America, many people wanted to move away from the east part of America to the west.

2. People moved to the west for different reasons. Some people thought there were valuable things there like gold. Other people moved to try and live freely like African American slaves. Others simply wanted to get a fresh start in life and was curious about what other opportunity may lay in the west.

3. Jeremy Shmidt was one of those people who wanted a redo in life. He had a hard time finding a job so he decided to move to a place where there might be more places to work. He told his family and they all decided to pack their things and leave.

4. His children wondered what types of things might be out there in the west. “Are there unicorns out there?” his daughter asked. “Are there monsters?” said the other, “Will there be pirates and buried treasure?”

5. “I'm not sure about the unicorns, but I'll tell you there won't be any monsters or pirates,” said Jeremy reassuringly. “What about treasure?” both of the children asked, “Is there gold is there silver?” “There is one treasure you may find, but you'll have to wait until you get there to find out what it is,” replied the father. And with that the kids immediately set off to pack their few belongings.

6. Early the next morning Jeremy took his kids and left. Jeremy went to the town square and bought a Conestoga wagon. These were big wooden-framed wagons that were covered with a thick white cloth to keep out the weather and animals. Many people used these to carry their belongings during the journey.

7. He also signed up for the wagon train. The wagon train was a group of many other people also going to the west. The train made it much easier to get to the west because the were lead by a conductor who knew the way. Everyone in the wagon train also helped keep everyone else safe.

8. While he was signing up he met a man named Jacob Wheeler and his wife Thunder Heart Woman. He explained he was going on the trip to find freedom for his family. He said that his wife's family did not like his own family, since he was American, but Thunder Heart Woman was Native American.

Jeremy realized he had not thought of his choice thoroughly/the consequences

