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Constitutional Convention

Elbridge Gerry

Notes

· refused to sign constitution since it did not have a bill of rights, and felt it was a threat to republicanism

· part of the gerry committee

· decided representation in 1st house by population (1:40,000), and representation in second house to give each sate an equal vote, and money bills to originate in first house and not subject to amendment in second house

· later changed by washington to 1:30,000

· motion for a bill of rights defeated 10 – 0

· Mason & Randolph are allies

· very controlling – against letting the heads of the departments – especially finance – deal with the business connected with legislation

· “these men will also be so taken up with other matters as to neglect their own proper duties”

· regularly moved “provided that in time of peace the army shall not consist of more than thousand men” - disagreed

· morris – taxation should be in proportion to representation

· wanted states not to be taxed individually

· believed the judiciary should not be part of revising the constitution – many judges in states had laws against the constitution

