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The Odyssey Guide Questions

The Odyssey, Book 5: Odysseus – Nymph and Shipwreck

1. What new appeal does Athena make to the gods to get them to let Odysseus return home? (153)

· The appeal Athena makes to the gods to let Odysseus return home is that his people need him. She says that he's locked up, full of grief on Calypso's island, when back at home, his son is carefully evading being killed and his people need him back since he was the ruler of Ithaca.

2. What will Odysseus have to do in order to leave the island? (153)

· In order to leave the island and return home, Odysseus must build a raft and sail on it alone for 20 days.

3. Calypso states the reason she thinks the gods want her separated from Odysseus. What is the reason? (156)

· Calypso feels that it is unfair how the gods have complete and total power. At first the gods dump Odysseus off on her island where she falls in love with him only to have him taken away with out her say. She tells of how the gods have the power to go and sleep with whoever they want, mortal and immortal, but she as a nymph has none of this power.

4. What has Calypso offered to Odysseus if he will stay with her? (156)

· Calypso offered Odysseus immortality if he would stay with her, but – being loyal to his wife – Odysseus refused even though Calypso is far more beautiful than his spouse.

5. What is Odysseus' initial response when Calypso tells him he may leave the island? (157)

· Odysseus initially feels it is a trick or a trap. He cannot believe that Calypso would just let go of him in such a rash decision. At first she falls deeply in love with him forcing him to sleep with her every night (although he protests that he does not like it), and he sees the situation as her completely turning her thoughts around and letting him go.

6. Which god angrily observes Odysseus from a distance, and how does he interfere with his departure? (161)

· Poseidon is the god that angrily observes Odysseus. To interfere with his departure he wraps Odysseus in a sea storm, “[churning] the waves into chaos, whipping all the gales from every quarter, shrouding over in thunderheads the earth and sea at once...”

7. Who is Ino and what role does she play in Odysseus' survival? (162-163)

· Ino is the daughter of Cadmus – a phoecian prince – who was a mortal woman turned immortal. She assists Odysseus by offering him a scarf which grants Odysseus brief immortality. It is described as giving him “nothing to fear now, neither pain nor death,” to help him get through the storm created by Poseidon.

8. What choice is Odysseus faced with concerning his raft and what decision does he make about it (163)

· Odysseus has the choice of staying aboard his raft and continue to be tossed around, or to believe the goddess and believe the scarf will keep him safe, abandon ship, and swim to shore. He decides that this is just another trick of the gods and the shore is too far away to swim. He chooses to stay on the raft until it is torn to pieces, and then he will abandon ship and swim to shore.

9. What problems does Odysseus face in trying to make it to shore? (163-165)

· Well the most obvious problem is the huge storm created by Poseidon. Among other problems are his raft which is falling apart, and had to swim and drift for three days, so I believe he would be quite hungry and food would also be a problem. Just as he reaches the shore, one giant wave crashes him into the reefs and cliffs crushing his bones and slamming his body against the land.

10. Once on shore what are the two choices Odysseus faces concerning where the safest place to sleep would be? (167)

· His two choices of places to sleep are by the river near by or in the woods. He fears he will wake up very cold if he sleeps by the river, but he also fears wild beasts if he is to settle for the night in the woods.

11. Once Odysseus covers himself with leaves and beds down for the night, what comparison does Homer make? (167)

· When Odysseus lies down to fall asleep for the night, Homer makes a comparison between two olive trees. He tells of how they must stand there through the cold weather, and compares the size and shape of each of them.

12. Athena again proves her concern for Odysseus by aiding him three times during and after the storm. What are the three kinds of assistance she offers? (152, 164, 166, 168)

· In the beginning of the book, Athena provers her concern for Odysseus by appealing to her father, Zeus, to release him from Calypso's hold to allow him to return home. Towards the middle at the hight of the great storm, she calms the winds blowing harshly upon Odysseus, and finally puts his eyes and mind at ease allowing him to sleep, once he finds land after the storm.

