Alex Brown

4/3/08

English 9-5

The Odyssey

Book 19 Questions

1. Compare the story of his life that Odysseus tells Eumaius (Book 14, lines 219-407) with the version he tells Penelope (Book 19, lines 185-234). What is the difference between the two versions in his knowledge of “Odysseus?”

· There is a great difference between the story Odysseus tells Eumaius and the story he tells Penelope. The story told to Eumaius focuses on his battles, victories, and winnings – a sort of gloat to tell Eumaius how great his king really is, while the story told to Penelope focuses more on facts to reassure her that Odysseus, disguised, is not lying and that he truly is “on his way” home.

2. What does Penelope ask Odysseus to see if the story he is telling is really true? (397)

· Penelope asks Odysseus, who she believes is an old beggar, what Odysseus wore when he met him to verify if the story he is telling is really true.

3. What slip of the tongue does Odysseus make (line 334) when he is talking to Penelope? (400)

· Odysseus' “slip of the tongue” comes about when he mistakingly refers to himself in the first person when telling his tale. He refers to himself as “I” and not the third person as “Odysseus.”

4. What “slip of the tongue” does Penelope make in lines 406-409? Does she in fact already recognize Odysseus, or is she merely struck by the similarity between the “stranger” and her missing husband?

· Penelope's “slip of the tongue” comes about when she refers to the “stranger” as Eurycleia's master. I believe that Penelope says this because she is beginning to recognize the beggar as Odysseus because of his craftiness and his previous slip-up.

5. What mistake does Odysseus make by letting Eurycleia bathe him? (403)

· Odysseus' mistake made by letting Eurycleia bath him was that Eurycleia saw a peculiar scar that Odysseus received when he was young child. Since the “beggar” had this scar, Eurycleia knew at once that it was really Odysseus.

6. What is Odysseus' interpretation of Penelope's dream of geese and eagle? (407)

· Odysseus' interpretation of Penelope's dream is that Odysseus will return to kill and destroy all of the suitors. Still disguised, Odysseus replies “Dear woman, twist it however you like, your dream can only mean one thing. Odysseus told you himself – he'll make it come to pass. Destruction is clear for each and every suitor; not a soul escapes his death and gloom.”

7. Examine Penelope's image of the two gates of dreams (630-640). To which gate does she attribute her dream? (408) Penelope believes that her dream is attributed to the second gate of horn.

8. What is the difference between dreams that pass through the gates of ivory and those passing through the gates of horn? (408)

· Penelope believes there are two gates from which dreams come from. One, made of ivory, are where the “will-o'-the-wisps” come from – silly, meaningless dreams. The other constructed of horn is where dreams which carry a message – dreams that “are fraught with truth” come from.

9. What is the purpose of the test of the bow which Penelope proposes? (408)

· Penelope decides to hoist an archery contest. She will set up twelve axes lined amongst the walls of a hall, and who ever can shoot an arrow clean through the axes will be the one she follows, and listens to. This is a very clever plan since she knows Odysseus practiced this many times, and if “the beggar” wants to win over Penelope, who's really his wife, he'll have to be able to do this stunt.
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1. What is the “test of the bow?” (426)

· In the test of the bow, each man participating must shoot an arrow through the handles of 12 wooden axes – a difficult feat that Odysseus was known for being able to do.

2. Why does Odysseus signal to Telemachus not to string the bow? (428)

· Odysseus signals Telemachus not to the string the bow to appear weak and hopeless making the challenge seem like an easy task for the other suitors. In addition, if Telemachus easily strings the bow and wins the competition in the first try, then Odysseus' plans of destroying the suitors will be ruined. Telemachus' victory will make all of the suitors leave.

3. Compare the reactions of the cowherd and swineherd to the sight of Odysseus' bow with Antonius' reaction. (427)

· The loyal cowherd and swineherd wept upon receiving the majestic bow, but, with a completely opposite reaction, Antonius does not understand the greatness of the weapon and goes off yelling at the cowherd and swineherd about how their fuss is upsetting Penelope.

4. What are we told about Antinous after he criticizes Eumaeus for his reaction? (427)

· We are told that Antinous would be fated to be the first to taste an arrow from Odysseus' great bow when Odysseus finally begun his revenge.

5. How do Leodes comments after his failed attempt at stringing the bow set him apart from the rest of the suitors? (page 429, lines 163-170)

· Leodes comments after being unable to string the bow set him apart from the rest of the suitors since he looks upon the bow as a wicked object there to rob all of the suitors of the prize, their dream, Penelope. He tells the men that he is not here to waste his life in pursuit of the foolish task, and calls out for another man to step up if he'd like.

6. What test of loyalty, and then what proof of identity does Odysseus give to Eumaius and to the cowherd? (430)

· Odysseus first tests Eumaius' and the cowherd's loyalty by asking if Odysseus could suddenly appear home from his travels in an instant, and if they could fight beside him, would they do it. They both instantly wish that it were true, and Odysseus reveals himself, and his famous scar as proof of identity.

7. What task does he assign to each of them? (431, 432)

8. Explain how Penelope speaks to the suitors, and why Telemachus rebukes her. (lines 350-394)

9. What does Penelope say to Antinous to get him to give the beggar a chance at the bow? (434-435)

10. What is suggested by the image of Odysseus and Telemachus armed and standing side by side? (438)
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1. What is Antinous doing when he is killed? How is this, plus the imagery in lines 20-21 of the bread, meat and blood, symbolic?

2. Why do the suitors not attack Odysseus immediately after he kills Antinous? (440)

3. What does Eurymachus say to try to get Odysseus to spare him and the other suitors? (441)

4. What is the purpose of Athena, in the guise of Mentor, in getting angry with Odysseus when he asks for help in lines 216-219? (446)

5. Three men beg to be spared from Odysseus' revenge. Which two are spared? What might be Odysseus' underlying purpose in sparing the two? Hint: What are their “professions?” (449-450)

6. What does Odysseus hold back Eurycleia when she is about to emit a cry of triumph? (452)

7. What must the women slaves do, and after that, what then is done to them? (452-453)

8. What is the fate of Melanthius? (454)

