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Who shot JFK?

It is noon of November 22, 1963, as the president of the United States, John Fitzgerald Kennedy rides through downtown Dallas, Texas in an open-top convertible. All of a sudden shots ring through the air, a city, a state, a country is horror struck within minutes. The president of the United States lies dead in a convertible, and is soon after announced dead in a nearby hospital. Witnesses are unsure of where the bullets came from, and how many shots heard. The rest of the country waits for details. Lee Harvey Oswald is found and accused of the murder, but floating details do not make the public easily calmed. Today after new facts have surfaced, there is an overwhelming amount of evidence to prove that Lee Harvey Oswald did in fact act alone in the assassination of the 35th president of America, such as the problems in the idea of a conspiracy due to Oswald's communistic ties, the faults in the single bullet theory, and the evidence found relating to the shells fired at John F. Kennedy and the guns used.

Born October 18, 1939 Lee Harvey Oswald is infamously known for the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and more infamously known for being associated with communistic conspiracies, which do not exist. The well known facts of Oswald are that he was in the marines where he learned to fire a rifle at long ranges and high precision. Soon after joining though, he left influenced by Marxist ideas, which lead him to Russia. After spending time in the Soviet Union, unsuccessfully obtaining citizenship, he was forced back to the states, where in January of 1963, he ordered a revolver out of the back of a magazine using a fake name, and ordered a rifle shortly afterwards in addition (Jennings). Soon after he acquired a job at the Texas School Book Depository, where he had access to the perfect sniping point for the events of November 22 (Oswald). At half-past noon that day, Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots from a window high up in the building. He quickly escaped the scene and was stopped by J.D. Tippit, a police officer nearly a mile away from the scene “who believed that Oswald resembled the suspect already being described over the police radio,” (Oswald). The assassin used his revolver to kill the patrolman, but was later found in a theater close by. Of course, before November's happenings, Oswald visited Mexico City for a while in September. Combined with his obsession over communism, the idea of spending sometime in a Hispanic country with relations with Cuba would be the perfect 

One of the main points that conspiracy theorists bring up is what is known as the “magic bullet theory” or “single bullet theory.” Popularized by Oliver Stone's film “JFK,” the theory describes how one bullet could not have been shot from the sixth-floor of the book depository, entered the neck of the president, and continued to wound the governor in the chest. But when illustrating the theory, many use diagrams that are misleading, skewed, and untrue to the event. Many show a diagram of Governor Connally sitting directly in front of President Kennedy, at the same height, thus creating the idea that a bullet would have needed to skew in curves, stop in mid air, and other miscellanea to reach the entry points found during examination of Kennedy and Conally. This is incorrect, for really the governor was “six inches inboard and turned sharply right” and “three inches lower than the president on the jump seat” as found by Peter Jennings in a documentary originally aired on ABC a few years ago (Jennings). When geometrically aligned, the bullet's path perfectly makes sense with the wounds found on the two authorities, showing how “there was nothing magic about [the] bullet at all,” (Jennings). In the documentary, Jennings continues to describe other evidence used to prove conspiracy, and each one's faults. The Zapruder film, the famous piece of evidence and only real visual account of the whole shooting, shows that in the final blow to John F. Kennedy's head, his neck is thrown by the bullet back and to his left, therefore many believe this is another ultimate piece of evidence that there must be conspiracy, since this would mean a shooter would have to have been firing in front of the vehicle. Wrong again, since victims have been known to go back or forward when shot in the head. In addition, because of Kennedy's position, the place of the entry wound could not have been reached by a bullet shot from the front, and from the top of the book warehouse, Lee Harvey Oswald had the perfect shot (Jennings). Much of the public view on this president's assassination has been distorted just by the media, more specifically the blockbuster “JFK,” and many famous myths and legends are, in reality, shot down by the cold, hard truth.

