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Chapter 8 Section 1

1. How was the Olive Branch Petition a last attempt at peace for the colonists? How did the British react?

· The Olive Branch Petition was a last attempt at peace for the colonists because it was a message sent to the king of Britain that most of the American colonists were still loyal to Great Britain and him. The letter was written out of fear, since the colonists were frightened of the fact war may arise. King George III did not agree with the colonists' demands and what was stated in the Olive Branch Petition. The British viewed this as more trouble and they sent more troops, increasing fighting in the colonies.

2. How did Thomas Paine encourage independence through his writings, what did he write?

· Thomas Paine was the author if Common Sense, a pamphlet published in January 1776 which stated his views on British society and Britain's ownership of the colonies. He declared that American colonies did not receive any benefits from their British parents, and he questioned the concept of a King and Queen. He also introduced the option of becoming independent from Britain.

3. Who proposed the idea of the Declaration of Independence and what did it stand for? What political philosophies did it reflect?

· The Declaration of Independence was proposed by Richard Henry Lee. He believed the right resolution was to ultimately break away from England. This of course stood for treason claiming the colonies as a traitor to Great Britain. It reflected the ideas of John Locke, where in the declaration Thomas Jefferson wrote of a representative form of government to take the place of a monarchy.

4. How did the Loyalists and the Patriots differ, be specific.

· The Loyalists and Patriots were complete opposites. The Loyalists believed that the colonies should not break off from England and they supported the British ties. The Patriots were the opposite side who were for the separation of Great Britain and the Colonies. In this way the colonies started to divide amongst themselves causing greater conflict.

